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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1951. 

The  estimated  population  is  23,330,  an  increase  of 
360  since  1950.  As  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
only  amounts  to  61,  movement  of  population  into  the 
area  must  account  for  the  other  300. 

WEATHER  CONDITIONS. 

The  year  1951  had  one  of  the  worst  weather  records 
for  many  years.  It  was  very  cold  with  snow  and  ice  in 
January  and  this  was  followed  by  excessive  rain  well 
into  April. 

The  spring  was  cold  and  wet  and  the  only  warm 
weather  of  the  year  occurred  in  July  and  a few  days 
of  early  September.  The  rest  of  the  summer  was  cold 
and  wet  and  the  autumn  was  little  better.  December 
was  particularly  cold  and  damp.  Altogether,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  weather,  it  was  a year  with  very, 
little  to  recommend  it. 


3 

GENERAL 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  69,267 

Resident  population  mid-year  1951 

(as  estimated  by  Registrar  General)  ...  23,330 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951)  7,261 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1951)  ...  £83,416 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £328 


VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

. 

LegitimaL'e 

Total 

329 

Male 

175 

Forehoe  & 
Henstead 
Female  (1951) 

154 

England 
& Wales 
(1951) 

Forchoe  & 
Henstead 
(1950) 

Illegitimate 

13 

7 

6 

Total 

342 

182 

160 

14.6 

15.5 

16.6 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Rate  per  1,000  Populati 

on — 

Legitimate 

10 

8 

2 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

12 

10 

2 

0.51 

0.36 

0.39 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

DEATHS: 

oo 

149 

132 

12.04 

12.5 

11.8 

Maternal  Mortalit3n 

Infant  Mortality: 

Kate  per  1,000  Live 

Births— 

13 

8 

5 

38.01 

29.6 

41.8 

There  were  342  live  births  during  1951  and  281 
deaths  from  all  causes.  This  gives  a birth-rate  of  14.6 
and  a crude  death  rate  of  12.04. 

The  death  rate  has  risen  since  1950  when  it  was 

11.8  and  the  birth  rate  has  fallen  from  16.6.  Both  rates 
are  now  below  those  for  England  and  Wales,  12.5  and 
15.5  respectively. 

There  were  12  still  births  and  13  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year,  of  whom  7 were  under  4 weeks.  This 
gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  38.01  compared  v/ith 

41.8  in  1950.  The  rate  for  the  whole  country  is  29.6 
and  for  the  County  of  Norfolk  29.51. 
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Closer  analysis  of  infant  deaths  shews  that  5 were 
due  to  prematurity  or  congenital  defects  and  could 
be  classed  as  unavoidable;  2 were  due  to  obstetrical 
injury  and  2 to  accidental  abdominal  complications,  all 
possibly  preventable;  the  other  4 were  due  to  respirat- 
ory  infections  and  might  be  classed  as  wholly  prevent- 
able. One  of  the  fatal  infections  was  whooping  cough 
in  a baby  5 weeks  old. 

In  view  of  the  bad  weather  and  the  very  high 
incidence  of  general  sickness  particularly  of  the  re- 
spiratory type  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  it  is 
very  gratifying  to  report  such  a few  infant  deaths  from 
infection.  The  standard  of  child  care  has  been  high 
during  the  year. 

Infectious  disease  accounted  for  31  deaths,  tuber- 
culosis (5)  whooping  cough  (1)  influenza  (7)  and 
pneumonia  (18). 

There  was  a sharp  rise  in  the  monthly  death  rate 
in  January  when  the  severe  weather  coincided  with 
the  widespread  epidemic  of  influenza  and  pneumonia, 
and  double  the  average  number  of  deaths  were 
registered.  The  rate  fell  somewhat  in  February  and 
March  but  was  still  50o/o  above  the  average  for  the 
rest  of  the  year.  This  heavy  mortality  chiefly  affected 
the  elderly  and  of  the  108  deaths  registered  in  the  first 
quarter,  all  but  13  were  over  the  age  of  60.  Half  the 
infant  deaths  occurred  during  the  same  period,  but 
only  3 of  these  were  due  to  infection. 

Accidents  accounted  for  10  deaths  of  which  41 
occurred  on  the  roads,  and  there  were  2 suicides. 

70o/o  of  all  deaths  were  over  the  age  of  65  and  35o/o 
were  over  the ' age  of  80.  The  most  frequent  causes 
of  death  were  heart  disease  (114),  and  cancer  (51) 
(compared  with  45  in  1950).  Male  deaths  exceeded 
female  by  17. 

Comparability  factors  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
give  an  adjusted  local  birth  rate  of  15.77  and  a death 
rate  of  9.75. 
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The  causes  of  death  given  in  the  following  Table 
are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General: — • 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• • • 

5 

— 

5 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

• — 

Diphtheria 

• . . 

— 

— 

• — 

Whooping  cough 

• . • 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  infections 

• • • 

— 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

• • • 

- — 



— - 

Measles 

• • • 

— • 

- — 

• — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 



1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

• • • 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

* • * 

- — • 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

• • • 

— 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

• • • 

20 

15 

35 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

• • • 

— 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

• • • 

16 

11 

27 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

• • • 

15 

9 

24 

fdypertension  with  heart  disease 

• • • 

5 

5 

10 

Other  heart  diseases 

• • • 

26 

39 

65 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

• ■ « 

10 

5 

15 

Influenza 

• • • 

5 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

« « • 

10 

8 

18 

Bronchitis 

• « • 

4 

5 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

• • * 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

« • « 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

• • 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperphasia  of  prostate 

• « 

5 

- — - 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

• • 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

« * • 

4 

— • 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

9 

16 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

— 

4 

All  other  accidents  ... 

• • • 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide 

• • • 

1 

1 

o 

u 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

. 

Totals 

149 

132 

281 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

-1 

3 

3 

5 

4 

10 

16 

Ages 

15 

3 

25 

45 

65 

Total 

26 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

20 

29 

37 

1 

1 

2 

— 

3 

102 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

--- 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective 

Jaundice 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

2 

4 





11 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 



1 

1 

1 











3 

Measles 

— 

3 

— 

6 

1 

• — 

2 

— 

12 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

4 

16 

27 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

8 

Dysentery 

■ — 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

„ 

__ 









1 





1 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

10 

27 

36 

67 

8 

4 

17 

7 

25 

201 

There  was  a large  decrease  in  the  total  number  o£ 
cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  entirely  due  to 
the  small  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified,  i.e.,  12 
as  compared  with  505  in  1950.  There  were  also  fewer 
cases  of  whooping  cough.  Other  notifiable  diseases  have 
been  slightly  more  prevalent  than  last  year. 

fVIeasles. 

There  were  only  12  cases  of  measles  with  no  deaths. 

Whoopmg  Coygli. 

There  were  102  cases  of  whooping  cough  with  one 
death,  a baby  aged  5 weeks. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  26  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  chiefly 
between  the  ages  of  10  and  15.  No  deaths  occurred 
and  no  complications  were  reported. 

Diphtheria. 

Again  it  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  no  case  of 
diphtheria  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

iyfeotive  Hepatitis. 

11  cases  of  infective  hepatitis  were  notified  during 
the  year,  more  than  half  of  them  in  children  from  5 
to  15  years  of  age.  This  is  7 fewer  cases  than  last  year 
and  the  low  incidence  may  be  associated  with  the 
cold  damp  weather. 
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Poliomyelitis. 

Only  3 cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  and  all 
3 were  isolated  cases  in  children  aged  4,  1 year  Smonths 
and  6 years  respectively.  Fortunately,  all  3 were  mild 
cases  and  made  complete  recoveries.  There  appeared 
to  be  no  connection  between  them.  Again  the  lack 
of  hot  weather  may  have  affected  the  incidence. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified,  a 
boy  of  12. 

Pneumonia  and  Influenza  Epidemic. 

There  was  a large  outbreak  of  influenza  and  pneu- 
monia in  the  middle  of  January  and  the  general  sickness 
insurance  rate  rose  to  5 times  its  average  weekly 
figure.  These  rates  remained  high  well  on  into  April  and 
during  the  epidemic  23  cases  of  pneumonia  were  noti- 
fied, mostly  amongst  the  elderly,  with  18  deaths.  There 
were  also  7 deaths  from  influenza. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  1892  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Henstead  Rural 
District,  a severe  epidemic  of  influenza  raged  during 
the  first  three  months  of  that  year,  causing  15  fatal 
cases  of  pneumonia  mainly  amongst  the  old  and  feeble. 

Sixty  years  later  influenza  can  still  be  a menace 
particularly  to  the  older  members  of  the  community. 
This  is  one  of  the  directions  in  which  medical  progress 
has  been  less  spectacular.  Indeed,  advice  to  the  public 
about  precautions  against  the  disease  and  the  avoid- 
ance of  complications  issued  in  1892  would  be  as  useful 
today  as  when  it  was  written. 

Special  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  usefulness 
of  having  the  weekly  sickness  rates  made  available  to 
the  Health  Department.  In  1892  and  for  many  succeed- 
ing years,  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  general  sickness  amongst  paupers  was  obligatory  and 
he  was  thus  in  a better  position  to  assess  the  amount 
of  sickness  in  the  population  than  his  modern  successors 
vvho  have  access  solely  to  the  notification  of  infectious 
disease. 

Far  more  figures  for  illness  and  disease  generally 
should  be  made  available  as  a right  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  For  only  by  complete  information 
of  this  sort  can  a watchful  finger  be  kept  on  the  pulse 
of  the  Community. 
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Dysentery  and  Enteric. 

There  were  9 cases  of  dysentery  notified,  all  of 
which  were  of  the  Sonne  type.  In  three  households 
more  than  one  case  occurred,  all  but  one  were  in 
Costessey  and  associated  with  the  large  outbreak  in 
the  City  of  Norwich.  There  were  no  complications 
and  no  deaths. 

No  cases  of  typhoid  or  para-typhoid  were  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  and  sex  incidence 
during  the  year: — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Ages 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

5—15 

n 

2 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

15—25 

2 

j 

1 

1 

— — 

— 

25—35 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

35—45 

2 

2 

- — 

1 

— . — 

— 

— 

45—55 

55—65 

Over  65 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

11 

2 

3 

5 — 

Gases  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1951. 


Pulmonary. 

1950  1951 

N oii-Pulmonarv. 
1950  1951 

1950 

Total 

1951 

Male 

50 

53 

27 

21 

77 

74 

Female 

32 

40 

24 

17 

56 

57 

82 

93 

51 

38 

133 

131 

There  were  131  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  1951  which  is  2 less  than  last  year.  26  new  cases- 
were  notified  and  all  but  5 were  of  the  pulmonary  type. 
This  is  the  same  total  number  of  new  cases  as  last  year 
but  the  sex  incidence  has  altered,  10  males  and  11 
females  being  notified  compared  with  16  males  and 
4 females  last  year.  9 of  the  nev/  cases  were  children 
under  15  and  5 of  them  were  of  the  non-pulmonary, 
type. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  tuberculosis,  all  males, 
only  one  under  45  and  all  pulmonary  cases. 
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Diagnosis. 

Extensive  use  continues  to  be  made  of  the  labora- 
tory facilities  for  diagnosis: — 

Total  number  of  sputum  examinations  in  1951 — 64 

Cases  already  notified : — 

No.  positive  7 

No.  negative  6 

Unnotified  cases: — 

No.  positive  3 

No.  negative  48 

Treatment. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  a larger  number  of  avail- 
able beds  in  hospitals  and  sanatoria.  The  waiting  period 
before  admission  has  been  further  reduced  this  year. 

Admission  to  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals  during  1951: — 

Male  Female.  Total. 

8 7 15 

As  there  were  only  14  new  adult  cases  during  the 
year  it  would  appear  that  the  supply  of  beds  is  about 
equal  to  the  demand. 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  is  now  shorter 
owing  to  cases  being  diagnosed  at  an  earlier  stage  and 
to  the  excellent  results  from  the  new  treatment  by 
anti-biotic  and  other  drugs. 

Prevention. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  being  increasingly  used  to 
protect  young  and  susceptible  contacts  of  known  cases 
It  is  rare  now  for  parents  to  refuse  this  protection 
when  offered  to  their  children. 

The  greatest  problems  in  prevention  are  the  chronic 
infectious  case  who  is  well  enough  to  live  and  mix  with 
the  community  and  may  live  for  many  years  without 
much  deterioration  in  his  condition,  and  the  unknown 
case,  who  has  either  never  sought  medical  advice,  or 
whose  symptoms  are  too  slight  to  suggest  a diagnosis 
of  tuberculosis  to  the  doctor. 

Greatly  extended  use  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radio- 
graphy Unit  seems  the  only  solution  of  this  problem. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  bad  housing,  par- 
ticularly domestic  overcrowding,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
factors  in  the  incidence  and  spread  of  this  disease. 
The  public  health  is  best  served  by  giving  absolute 
priority  in  re-housing  to  the  tuberculous  family  when 
this  is  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1948. 
MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 


Under  the  above  Regulations  11  Restriction  Notices 
were  served  during  1951.  These  Notices  required  that 
milk  from  the  restricted  herds  should  be  pasteurised 
before  being  sold  for  human  consumption.  8 herds 
were  found  to  be  infected  with  brucellosis  and  3 with 
tuberculosis  and  one  herd  had  both  infections  sirnul- 
rtaneously. 

The  infected  animal  was  found  in  all  three  cases 
of  tuberculosis  after  veterinary  inspection  of  the  herd. 
In  each  case,  the  animal  was  seized  under  the  Tuberc- 
ulosis Regulations  and  slaughtered.  Further  negative 
bulk  samples  shewed  that  the  rest  of  the  herd  was 
free  from  infection  in  each  case. 

In  4 of  the  8 herds  infected  with  brucella  abortus, 
a cov/  giving  a positive  sample  was  found.  In  one  herd 
repeated  samples  failed  to  discover  the  culprit,  and 
another  herd  was  destroyed  for  foot  and  mouth  disease. 
The  owners  of  the  remaining  2 herds  arranged  for  all 
their  milk  to  be  pasteurised  permanently. 

It  is  a matter  of  grave  concern  that  it  is  possible 
for  milk,  capable  of  causing  serious  illness  in  those 
drinking  it,  to  be  sold  raw.  The  only  certain  safeguard 
is  the  compulsory  pasteurisation  of  all  milk  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  it  is  only  a matter  of  time  before 
Regulations  to  that  effect  will  be  brought  into  force. 

We  cannot  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  overseas 
visitors  are  warned  as  gravely  about  the  danger  of 
drinking  unboiled  English  milk  as  we  are  about  un- 
boiled Continental  water. 

Undulant  fever  and  bovine  tuberculosis  are  both 
milk  borne,  and  therefore  preventable  diseases,  and 
if  preventable,  why  not  prevented? 
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HOUSING. 


Waiting  List. 

The  following  shews  details  in  connection  with 


housing  at  31-12-51: — 

Applicants  at  31-12-50 

614 

Applicants  at  31-12-51 

726 

Analysis  of  Waiting  List. 

Small  Unit  Families 

566 

Large  Unit  Families 

160 

Agricultural  workers 

156 

Others 

570 

Local  Authority  Houses  - Position  at  31-12-51 

Pre-War 

844 

Post-War 

512 

Second  post-housing  programmes 
Total  proposed  houses,  including 
private  building 

120 

Houses  erected  during  1951 

Permanent 

80 

Ex-Government  Camps — No.  of  families  i 

occupying : — 

At  31st  December,  1950 

154 

At  31st  December,  1951 

171 

Total  number  of  huts  converted 

to  dwellings 

171 

Number  of  applicants  housed  in 
Camps  from  Waiting  List 
during  1951 

48 

Number  of  families  occupying  re- 
quisitioned property  at  31-12-51 

25 

This  year  I have  to  report  a larger  Waiting  List 
of  applicants  for  houses  than  in  1950.  This  number 
may,  however,  be  somewhat  inflated  as  the  last  check 
was  made  in  January,  1951.  Nevertheless,  the  figure 
of  even  600  is  formidable  when  one  considers  that 
only  80  permanent  houses  were  erected  during  the 
year.  Progress  is  still  much  too  slow. 

Analysis  of  the  Waiting  List  shews  that  there  is 
now  a larger  proportion  of  large  unit  families  and 
agricultural  workers,  suggesting  that  less  priority  is 
being  given  to  these  units  than  heretofore, 
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The  worst  feature  of  the  housing  of  the  district 
is  the  continued  use  of  slums,  or  Grade  V property. 
Many  premises  condemned  before  the  war  are  still 
occupied  and  there  has  been  a regrettable  tendency 
to  allow  such  property  to  be  re-occupied  under  licence 
when  it  had  at  last  been  vacated  and  there  was  some 
hope  of  its  removal  from  the  list  of  occupied  dwellings. 

Not  nearly  enough  encouragement,  financial  or 
otherwise,  has  yet  been  given  to  the  owners  of 
property,  to  repair  and  recondition  it,  and  there  is 
still  room  for  a scheme  whereby  enterprising  people 
are  assisted  to  build  their  own  homes  with  their  own 
labour. 

The  Council  house  is  not  the  only  answer  to  the 
shortage  of  homes  and  it  is  now  time  that  other  aspects 
of  the  problem  received  adequate  attention. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Two  small  water  main  extensions  were  completed 
during  the  year,  i.e.,  at  Wicklewood  Green  and  the 
new  housing  site,  Hackford,  to  supply  some  18  farm 
and  dwelling  properties. 

SEWERAGE. 

Work  was  commenced  this  year  on  the  Sewerage 
Schemes  for  Hingham  and  New  Costessey.  A Scheme 
for  the  sewerage  of  Poringland  was  approved  for 
siibmission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  and  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
were  instructed  to  prepare  sewerage  plans  for  the 
parishes  of  Hethersett  and  Cringleford. 

SOOIAL  HEALTH. 

Continued  and  steady  progress  was  made  during  the 
year  with  the  provision  of  facilities  for  social  life  in 
the  various  parishes. 

There  are  now  47  Village,  Church  or  Private  Halls 
available  in  the  district,  but  many  of  these  are  in  need 
of  improvement.  Some  16  are  without  sanitary  accom- 
modation which  is  an  essential  provision  in  any  building 
where  large  gatherings  are  held.  It  is  specially  import- 
ant now  that  such  groups  as  “Old  People’s  Clubs” 
are  being  started  and  advantage  should  be  taken  of! 
Ministry/  of  Education  grants  and  such  help  as  can  be 
obtained  from  the  National  Council  of  Social  Service 
to  bring  the  accommodation  up  to  standard. 
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A further  Old  People’s  Club  has  been  opened  at 
Poringland  supplying  a long-felt  want  and  efforts  are 
being  made  to  start  one  at  Hingham  where  there  are 
more  than  100  people  over  60. 

There  are  now  6 Old  People’s  Clubs  in  operation 
at  Saxlingham,  Poringland,  New  and  Old  Costessey, 
Hethersett,  and  Trowse.  It  is  hoped  that  before  long 
there  will  be  one  in  every  sizeable  village. 

It  is  specially  gratifying  to  report  the  success  of 
the  Hethel  Evening  Institute  run  by  the  schoolmaster 
at  the  school. 


COUNTY  SERVICES. 
Infant  Welfare  Service. 


The  County  Council  provide  full  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  following  parishes: — 


Costessey 

— fortnightly 

Hethel 

— monthly 

A 

Medical  Officer 

Hethersett 

— monthly 

»■ 

attends 

Hingham 

— monthly 

each  Session. 

Poringland 

— monthly  ^ 

In  addition, 

the  District  Nurses 

hold  Weighing 

Centres  in  the 

following  parishes : — 

Barnham  Broom  ) 

Cringleford 

Kirby  Bedon 

A 

Medical  Officer 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

> 

pays 

Saxlingham 

occasional  visits 

Shotesham 

Stoke  Holy 

Cross 

Very  good  attendances  are  recorded  at  most  of 
these  Centres  shewing  how  much  this  service  is 
appreciated  by  the  mothers  of  the  district. 
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GENERAL  SURVEY. 

Apart  from  the  serious  epidemic  of  influenza  and 
pneumonia  in  the  first  quarter,  the  health  of  the 
district  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

A small  rise  in  the  death-rate  can  be  accounted 
for  by  the  said  epidemic  and  the  fall  in  the  birth-rate 
follows  the  national  trend. 

In  spite  of  the  large  incidence  of  respiratory  disease, 
the  infant  mortality  rate  has  fallen  somewhat,  suggest- 
ing that  there  is  a continuing  high  standard  of  infant 
care. 

The  housing  shortage  still  remains  the  major  public 
health  problem  of  the  district. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health- 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  to  the 
staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


IRENE  B.  M.  GREEN,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
on  duties  performed  by  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  together  with  matters  concerning  New 
Buildings  and  Building  Licensing. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 
inspections. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  main  inspections 
and  visits  made  during  the  year: — 


Housing  Acts 

• • • 

250 

Public  Health  Acts 

• • * 

368 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

401 

Refuse  Collection,  Night  Soil,  Cesspool 

Emptying 

* • • 

668 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knacker’s  Yard 

• • • 

19 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  /. .. 

... 

20 

Dairies  and  Cowshed  Drainage 

... 

15 

Infectious  Disease  and  Fumigations 

... 

118 

Disinfestations  ...  /... 

5 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 

1949 

753 

Moveable  Dwellings 

• • • 

62 

Water  Supplies 

• • • 

401 

Sewerage 

69 

Petroleum  Stores 

11 

Building  Bye-laws — Town  and  Country 

Planning  Act 

• » ♦ 

347 

Building  Licensing 

• • • 

139 

Miscellaneous 

660 

Total 

Water  Supply. 

. . . 

4306 

The  chief  source  of  water  supply  in 

the  district 

still  derived  from  wells,  mostly  of  the  shallow  type. 
In  many  cases  these  are  of  doubtful  quality  and 
samples  analysed  very  often  reveal  pollution  of  vary- 
ing degrees.  During  the  year  the  following  samples 
were  taken: — 


Combined  Chemical 

Total 

Fit 

Doubtful 

Unfit 

and  Bacteriological 

43 

30 

4 

9 

Bacteriological  .only) 

35 

26 

4 

5 

Chemical  only 

2 

2 

Nitrate  Content 

18 

11 

4 

3 

Where  necessary,  action  was  taken  either  to  find 
an  alternative  supply  or  to  render  the  wells  fit. 
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During  the  last  two  months  in  the  year  the  Norwich 
Corporation  started  work  for  the  laying  of  mains  in 
that  part  of  the  district  which  comes  within  their 
Statutory  Area  of  Supply,  and  which  in  turn  will 
provide  the  bulk  supply  for  the  remainder  of  the 
district,  except  that  part  to  be  supplied  from  the 
Wymondham  U.D.C.  source  at  Wicklewood. 

The  Interim  Scheme  for  Newton  Flotrnan  and 
Saxlingham  Thorpe  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  commence  in  1952. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  prepared  details 
for  submission  to  the  Ministry  for  approval  to  proceed 
with  Areas  No.  1 (Shotesham-Saxlingham)  and  No.  5 
(Marlingford,  etc.) 

The  acute  water  shortage  position  in  the  parish  of 
Kimberley  resulted  in  a small  independent  village 
scheme  being  prepared  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. The  Scheme  provides  for  headworks  consisting 
of  an  8-in.  tube  well,  with  automatic  pressure^  set  and 
deep-well  pump  and  the  laying  of  approximately  1200 
yards  of  3-in.  water  main  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £2,250. 

Two  small  extensions  were  completed  at  Wickle- 
wocd  Green  and  Hackford  and  the  Norwich  Corpora- 
tion carried  out  extensions  at  Keswick  and  Costessey. 

At  Hethersett  the  position  has  remained  the  same, 
the  supply  being  drawn  from  Wymondham  Urban 
District  Council.  Owing  to  the  low  pressure  only  15 
properties  have  been  connected.  In  addition,  there  are 
19  public  standpipes.  There  will  be  no  improvement 
in  the  pressure  until  the  Wymondham  U.D.C.  have 
completed  improvements  at  their  headworks  or  the 
Norwich  Corporation  have  provided  the  link  from 
Earlham  and  Colney. 

In  a number  of  other  parishes  dwellings  have  piped 
water  supplies  derived  from  the  small  Council  Estate 
Headworks. 

Mains  water  for  the  parishes  of  Bixley,  Caistor 
St.  Edmunds,  Costessey,  Cringleford,  Framingham  Earl, 
Keswick,  Poringland,  Stoke  Holy  Cross,  Trowse  New- 
ton and  Whitlingham,  is  derived  from  the  Norwich 
Corporation  supply,  and  that  for  Hackford,  Hethersett, 
Hingham  and  Wicklewood,  is  obtained  from  the  Wy- 
mondham Urban  District  Council’s  main  headworks 
at  Wicklewood.  The  water  in  both  cases  is  regularly 
sampled  and  has  always  been  found  to  be  of  excellent 
purity  and  is  not  likely  to  exert  plumbo-solvent  action. 
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Percentage  of  Houses  in  the  District  having  Piped  Supply  39.2 
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Emergency  Water  Scheme. 

The  Emergency  Scheme  for  the  supply  of  water 
to  dwellings  whose  normal  supply  had  failed  was* 
continued  throughout  the  year,  but  the  position  im- 
proved as  the  year  passed. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  approximately  2,700 
gallons  of  water  per  week  were  delivered  in  10  Parishes. 
The  properties  receiving  this  service  were  as  follows 
7 Schools,  2 Bakeries,  79  Houses. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  1,550  gallons 
of  water  were  being  delivered  weekly  in  6 parishes. 
The  properties  affected  were  as  follows 
1 School,  66  Houses. 

Sewerage. 

The  year  has  seen  progress  made  towards  the  time 
when  the  larger  parishes  in  the  area  will  have  sewerage 
schemes.  The  provision  of  mains  water  supply,  either 
on  a large  scale  or  for  separate  groups  of  houses, 
ultimately  compels  the  construction  of  sewers  and 
disposal  works,  although  the  degree  of  urgency  varies 
from  village  to  village,  not  necessarily  according  ro 
size  and  concentration,  nor  length  of  time  since  mains 
water  became  available,  as  will  be  seen  if  the 
four  parishes  of  Costessey,  Cringleford,  Hethersett 
and  Poringland  are  compared.  The  need  is  greatest  in 
Costessey,  with  Hethersett  and  Poringland  having 
priority  over  Cringleford.  Yet  Hethersett  was  the  last 
parish  to  have  mains  water  and  Cringleford  the  first. 

The  difficulties  regarding  drainage  at  Hethersett 
have  grown  rapidly,  and  in  this  parish  and  the  parish 
of  Poringland  where  there  are  large  groups  of  dwellings, 
the  services  of  the  cesspool  emptiers  are  required 
almost  daily.  Both  parishes  have  schemes  under  con- 
sideration and  that  for  Poringland  may  soon  receive 
Ministry’s  approval. 

The  sewerage  schemes  for  Hingham  and  Costessey 
(Part  I)  were  started  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
and  the  completion  of  both  schemes  will  relieve  the 
heavy  strain  on  the  Council’s  Cesspool  and  Night  Soil 
Emptying  Schemes. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  14  small  schemes  were  in 
operation  serving  Council  Estates.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  will  be  able  to  serve  privately  owned  properties 
when  mains  water  is  available. 
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The  sewer  ditches  in  Hingham  and  Saxlingham  were 
cleaned  out  and  on  several  occasions  it  was  necessary 
to  repair  damage  to  the  old  sewers  in  Hingham,  caused 
by  collapse  and  subsidence.  The  provision  o£  a new 
sewerage  scheme  in  the  latter  parish  will  remedy 
matters  but  it  is  regretted  that  the  almost  “notorious” 
Saxlingham  ditch  must  continue  to  be  a source  of 
public  nuisance.  The  need  for  the  matter  to  be  dealt 
with  once  and  for  all  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised, 
especially  now  that  mains  water  appears  likely  to  be 
available  in  the  next  year  or  two. 

Night  Soil  Collection. 

The  Night  Soil  Collection  Scheme  covers  the 
parishes  of  Old  Costessey,  Hethersett,  Hingham  and 
parts  of  Cringleford,  Mulbarton,  Poringland  and  Trowse 
Newton.  Until  sewerage  schemes  are  completed  in 
these  parishes,  any  further  extension  of  the  servic© 
would  mean  the  use  of  additional  labour  and  vehicles. 

Disposal  of  the  night  soil  collected  is  by  means  of 
controlled  tipping  for  manurial  purposes.  The  vehicle 
used  is  also  in  service  during  the  day  time  on 
cesspool  emptying,  but  the  delivery  of  a new  vehicle 
is  expected  early  in  1952.  This  will  permit  existing! 
vehicles  to  be  re-conditioned. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  has  continued  on 
similar  lines  to  previous  years.  The  two  vehicles  in  use 
were  very  often  unable  satisfactorily  to  deal  with  the 
great  amount  of  work  in  hand.  The  largest  proportion 
of  work  carried  out  was  in  connection  with  Council 
Estates,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  following  details: — 


1.  Total  Number  of  properties  visited  ...  1.381 

(a)  Private  ...  ...  700 

(b)  Council  ...  ...  558 

(c)  Outside  District  ...  123 


2.  Total  number  of  loads 


4,392 


(a)  Private 

(b)  Council 

(c)  Outside  District 


...  1,201 
...2,879 


312 
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Refuse  Collection. 

The  District  Scheme  has  continued  on  similar  lines 
to  that  existing  during  the  latter  part  of  1950,  namely: 
a weekly  collection  in  the  parishes  of  Costessey, 
Cringleford,  Hingham  and  Trowse  Newton,  and  fort- 
nightly collections  in  the  remainder  of  the  district. 

The  personnel,  consisting  of  12  employees  who. 
operate  3 rear-loading  moving-floor  vehicles  and  the 
tips,  are  able  under  normal  conditions,  to  complete 
the  collections  in  the  times  mentioned,  bearing  in  mind, 
however,  that  there  is  a small  percentage  of  properties 
which  does  not  require  frequent  collections.  Special 
collections  are  still  made  from  Morley  and  Keswick 
Colleges.  In  the  last  two  mentioned  cases  a charge  is 
made. 

The  following  figures  give  details  of  the  year’s 
work : — 


Total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  ... 
Number  of  dwellings  served 
Number  of  loads  collected 
Approximate  tonnage 
Revenue  (including  salvage) 

Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
(including  salvage) 


7608 

7099 

832 

2912 

£780 

£6511 


During  the  year  the  Council  acquired  a large  dis- 
used pit  at  Hackford  and  also  obtained  permission  to 
use  a pit  at  Costessey,  which,  together  with  the 
original  pit  at  Ketteringham,  provide  for  controlled 
tipping  at  convenient  positions  for  the  whole  district. 


Salvage. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  there  was  a steady 
demand  for  waste  paper,  etc.,  at  prices  which  made 
it  worth  while  to  continue  the  collection. 

In  April  the  Council  approved  a bonus  scheme  for 
their  employees  engaged  on  refuse  and  salvage  collect- 
ions whereby  £2  per  ton  of  paper,  cardboard,  etc., 
and  250/0  of  the  sale  price  of  scrap  iron  and  other 
materials  is  divided  amongst  the  men.  This  had  the 
effect  of  considerably  boosting  the  amount  collected 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  following  amounts  had  been  collected  and 
sold.  ! 
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Salvage  collected  and  prices  paid  during  the  year 
were  as  follows: — 


Salv^agc 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

21 

8 

0 

0 

251 

1 

0 

Cardboard 

3 

5 

0 

0 

49 

8 

0 

Rooks,  Periodicals,  Etc. 

4 

10 

0 

0 

67 

4 

0 

Mixed  Rags  ... 

1 

9 

3 

14 

43 

0 

6 

Woollens 

0 

0 

3 

14 

4 

7 

6 

Cast  Iron 

4 

9 

0 

0 

15 

17 

6 

Mixed  Metal 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

19 

3 

TOTALS 

35 

3 

0 

8 

431 

17 

9 

HOUSING. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  general  standard  of  rented 
dwellings  in  the  district  has  not  improved,  in  fact, 
the  position  has,  in  my  opinion,  deteriorated  further. 
The  main  cause  appears  to  be  the  increased  cost  of 
repairs  coupled  with  certain  clauses  in  the  Rent  Re- 
strictions Act. 

Although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  commence  the 
Rural  Housing  Survey,  265  dwellinghouses  were  in- 
spected during  the  year.  11  Notices  were  served  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases  minor  defects  were  remedied  by 
informal  action.  In  3 cases  Demolition  Orders  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  made  and  in 
6 cases  undertakings  not  to  re-let  premises  for  human 
habitation  were  accepted.  5 dwellinghouses,  the  subject 
of  pre-war  Demolition  Orders,  were  demolished. 

A Survey  of  all  condemned  properties  was  made 
which  revealed  that  approximately  85  dwellings  of 
this  type  were  still  occupied.  It  is  hoped  that  further 
efforts  will  be  made  to  re-house  as  many  of  these 
tenants  as  possible. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  Section  20 — Improvement 
Grants,  has  not  been  amended  in  any  way  and  the 
following  details  shew  the  position  regarding  applica- 
tions received: — 

No.  of  Applic’ns  No-  Granted  No.  Refused  No.  Withdrawn  No.  Pending 
Received 

10  5 3 1 4 

(includes  2 (1950  Application) 

1950  Applications) 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  problem  presented  by  this  type  of  dv/elling  has 
not  grown  to  any  large  extent  and  is  confined  mainly 
to  the  parish  of  Costessey. 

If  it  was  also  confined  to  those  people  awaiting 
permanent  accommodation,  very  little  fear  of  nuisance 
would  arise,  but  it  is  the  spasmodic  camping  on  un- 
authorised sites  by  families  and  small  communities 
who  permanently  live  in  caravans,  tents,  etc.,  and 
who  move  from  one  area  to  another  to  gain  a living 
by  various  means  according  to  the  time  of  the  year, 
who  give  cause  for  complaint. 

The  Council  have  been  unable  to  acquire  land  for 
use  as  a controlled  site  and  great  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  dealing  with  the  type  of  roving  com- 
munity mentioned  above. 

During  the  year  16  applications  were  received  for 
the  use  and  siting  of  single  units  of  accommodation 
of  which  6 licences  were  granted  and  10  refused. 

In  one  case  of  refusal,  the  applicant  appealed  to  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction.  The  appeal  was  up- 
held and  a licence  granted  for  12  months  only,  the 
applicant  being  advised  by  the  Bench  to  find  other 
more  suitable  accommodation  before  the  licence  ex- 
pired. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 
DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS. 

39  -cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  and 
in  all  cases  the  persons  concerned  were  visited,  advice 
given  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  and  dis- 
infectants supplied.  In  17  cases  the  premises  were 
disinfected. 

5 premises  were  disinfested  against  insect  pests. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION- 
PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  the  year  the  Council  set  up  its  own  organ- 
isation to  comply  with  the  Ministry’s  requirements. 
One  Vermin  Destroyer  was  appointed  and  commenced 
duties  on  4-6-51.  In  addition  to  dealing  with  complaints, 
a systematic  survey  and  treatment  of  the  district  was 


23 


carried  out.  No  widespread  infestation  amongst  private 
dwellings  was  found  and  the  small  pockets  of  infest- 
ation found  were  adequately  dealt  with.  With  the 
limited  staff  available  any  survey  of  agricultural  land 
was  out  of  the  question.  The  sewers  in  Trowse  Newton 
were  test  baited  and  no  infestation  was  found.  All 
Council  refuse  dumps  were  treated  when  necessary. 

The  following  are  details  of  work  carried  out 
during  that  part  of  the  year  when  the  Council’s  own 
Scheme  was  in  operation,  prior  to  which  arrangements 
had  been  continued  as  in  past  years  with  the  Norfolk 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee: — 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by  the 
Local  Authority  during  the  year 

(a)  By  notification 

(b)  Otherwise 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be 
infested 

(a)  Major  infestation 

(b)  Minor  infestation 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 

Number  of  “block”  control  schemes 
carried  out 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority  is  con- 
fined to  the  registration  and  supervision  of  dairy 
premises  only  and  the  licensing  of  dealers  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Steril- 
ised) Regulations,  1949. 

There  are  8 separate  dairy  premises  in  the  District 
and  these  are  kept  under  observation.  In  one  case  a 
new  drainage  system  was  installed. 

The  following  licences  were  issued: — 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  1 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949. 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  6 


80 

4752 


16 

782 

798 

10 
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The  licensing  and  supervision  of  pasteurisation 
premises  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Norfolk  County 
Council  and  from  reports  received  from  that  Authority 
it  appears  that  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  premises 
at  Harford  Bridges  continued  to  function  satisfactorily. 
Work  was  commenced  on  the  erection  of  a privately 
owned  pasteurisation  plant  at  Barnham  Broom. 

During  the  year  a number  of  investigations  w^re 
carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Norfolk  County 
Council’s  scheme  of  testing  milk  for  the  presence  of 
brucella  abortus. 

IVSEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  organisation 
controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  the  slaughter 
of  animals  and  the  distribution  of  meat.  Except  for 
the  periods  when  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Restrictions 
were  in  force,  the  Abattoir  at  Swardeston  remained 
in  constant  use  necessitating  the  attendance  of  an 
Inspector  almost  every  day. 

All  animals  killed  were  examined  and  the  following 
details  shew  the  work  carried  out  in  this  connection: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pork  Pigs  Boars 

59  515  1225  1124  1738  4921  3563  795 

A total  number  of  13,940  animals 

Meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 


was  disposed  of  in  accordance 

with 

the 

Ministry’s 

Scheme  for  dealing  with  unsound 

meat : 

— 

BEEF. 

Tons 

Weight 

Cwts-  Qrs 

Lbs. 

14  Cows  (Tuberculosis) 

3 

7 

9 

25 

1 Cow  (Pyaemia) 

3 

3 

11 

1 Cow  (Septic  Pericarditis) 

5 

1 

25 

1 Cow  (Metritis) 

5 

1 

25 

2 Cows  (Septicaemia) 

,9 

2 

8 

11  Bullocks  (Tuberculosis)  ... 

2 

18 

1 

2 

1 Bullock  (Septicaemia) 

4 

3 

17 

10  Heifers  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

14 

3 

9 

4 Heifers  (Acute  Fever) 

11 

9 

2 

25 


MUTTON. 

2 Sheep  (Moribund) 

1 Sheep  (Multiple  Abscesses) 
1 Sheep  (Septic  Pleurisy) 

1 Sheep  (Cadaverous) 

1 Sheep  (Pyaemia) 

1 Sheep  (Febrile) 

2 Sheep  (Septic  metritis) 

1 Lamb  (Moribund) 

VEAL. 

1 Calf  (Tuberculosis) 

4 Calves  (Umbilical  Pyaemia) 
1 Calf  (Cadaverous) 

1 Calf  (Haemorrhagic) 

1 Calf  (Moribund) 

1 Calf  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 


PORK. 

5 Sows  (Tuberculosis) 

6 Sows  (Acute  Swine 

Erysipelas) 

2 Sows  (Septic  Pleurisy) 

2 Sows  (Multiple  Abscesses) 

2 Sows  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

2 Sows  (Febrile) 

1 Sow  (Fevered) 

1 Sov/  (Moribund) 

1 Sow  (Cadaverous) 

2 Pigs  (Tuberculosis) 

7 Pigs  (Erysipelas) 

5 Pigs  (Cadaverous) 

10  Pigs  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

6 Pigs  (Moribund) 

25  Pigs  (Fevered)  ...  1 

2 Pigs  (Septic  Pleurisy) 

2 Pigs  (Abscesses) 

1 Pig  (Septic  Pericarditis)  ... 

1 Pig  (Pyogenic) 

1 Pig  (Febrile) 

1 Pig  (Sepsis) 

1 Pig  (Urinous) 

1 Pig  (Uraemia)  • ... 

10  Pigs  (Immature) 

1 Boar  (Tuberculosis) 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  organs 
condemned  for  various  diseases  17 


Weight 

Cwts.  Qrs-  Lbs. 

1 0 11 

1 27 

1 27 

1 27 

1 27 

2 6 

1 0 24 

2 6 


2 2 

2 17 

1 3 

. 3 23 

2 3 

2 17 


12  1 1 


15 

5 

5 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

7 

5 

12 

6 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 

11 

1 

2 

3 

•2 

12 


2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

0 

2 

0 

1 
0 
3 
1 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 


10 

8 

8 

9 

20 

20 

6 

19 

17 

15 

12 

3 

0 

2 

13 

16 

2 

23 

15 

16 
10 
10 

0 

15 


3 1 

2 17 
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Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  Tuberculosis: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pork  Pigs  Boars 

Qo/o  2.710/0  1.120/0  0.88  0/0  0.05  0/0  Oo/o  0.05  0/0  0.06  0/0 

Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  all  diseases 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep”*].  Pork  Pigs  Boars 

Oo/o  3.680/0  O.970/0  1.240/0  I.O30/0  O.2O0/0  2.IO0/0  2.890/0 


In  addition  to  the  above,  a number  of  visits  were 
made  to  food  shops  and  the  following  articles  of  other 
Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


Veg- 

Sul- 

Meat Fish 

tables 

Milk 

Fruit 

Soup 

tanas 

Sugar 

Jam 

No.  of  Tins  8 8 

Amount 

21 

15 

81 

9 

6 

in  lbs.  llli  2i 

23i 

m 

74f 

9t 

25 

16 

9.1 

Total  No.  of  Tins 

148 

Total  Amount 

286:i 

lbs. 

Knacker’s  Yard. 

As  in  past  years  one  licence  was  issued  in  respect 
of  premises  used  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals  not 
intended  for  human  consumption. 

Whilst  the  premises  were  kept  under  observation 
to  ensure  that  the  Court  Order  obtained  against  the 
occupiers  in  1950  was  carried  out,  it  would  indeed  be 
wrong  to  say  that  no  nuisance  occurred  from  the  by- 
product trade  carried  on  at  the  premises.  A number 
of  complaints  were  received  regarding  nuisance  caused 
by  the  conveying  of  waste  matters  from  the  premises, 
but  unfortunately  insufficient  evidence  was  forthcoming 
to  enable  the  Council  to  take  legal  action. 

ICE  CREAM. 

One  premises  remained  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  and  although  on  several  occasions 
samples  taken  proved  unsatisfactory,  very  little  was 
found  wrong  with  the  premises  and  methods  of 
production. 

4 more  Retailers  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream,  mainly  the  pre-packed  product. 
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BUtLDtNG  BYE-LAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  new  dwellings  were  approved  under 
Building  Bye-laws  and  or  Town  Planning: — 


By  the  Local  Authority: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Costessey 

30 

• — 

Mulbarton 

— 

4 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

6 

— 

36 

4 

By  Private  Enterprise: 

Barford 

1 

— 

Bramerton 

1 

— 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

1 

2 

Costessey 

2 

13 

Cringleford 

2 

- — • 

Deopham 

1 

- — 

Easton 

1 

- — 

Flordon 

1 

- — 

Hethersett  (N.F.S.) 

5 

— 

Intwood 

1 

— 

Newton  Flotman 

1 

■ — 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

— 

1 

Runhall 

— 

1 

Shotesham 

1 

— 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

3 

- — 

Swardeston 

— 

1 

21 

18 

' 

Conversions  and  Adaptations:- 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

Hethel 

Hutments 

22 

By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish  Houses 

Bungalows  Hutments 

Hingham 

1 

— 

Little  Melton  — 

1 

— 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

1 

— 

Wicklewood  • — 

1 

- - 

— 

4 

— 
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During  the  year  the  following  new  dwellings  were 
completed: — 


By  the  Local  Authority: 

Parish 

Barnham  Broom 

Bramerton 

Costessey 

Flordon 

Hackford 

Hethel 

Hethersett 

Marlingford 

Newton  Flotman 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

Vy^reningham 


By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

Barford 

Barnham  Broom 

Bracon  Ash 

Bramerton 

Costessey 

Cringleford 

Hethersett 

Ketteringham 

Little  Melton 

Mulbarton 

Runhall 

Shotesham 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 


Houses 

Bungalows 

Hutments 

4 

c 

— 

20 

D 



2 

6 

— 

4 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

35 

4 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

8 

A 

— 

4 



4 

6 

— 

48 

32 

35 

Houses 

1 

1 

Bungalows 

Hutments 

1 

1 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

• — • 

o 

1 

— 

.a 

1 



2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

12 

10 

— 

. . . . 

BUILDING  LICENSING. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  Ministry’s  Policy 
in  relation  to  the  issue  of  building  licences  for  erection 
of  new  dwellings  and  the  repair  of  existing  premises. 

The  free  limit  on  private  dwellings  remained  at 
£100  'and  on  “designated”  buildings  at  £500.  The 
Council’s  ceiling  figure  for  each  month’s  issue  was 
£2,107. 
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With  these  limits  remaining  imposed,  the  Council 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  finding  it  possible  to 
license  even  urgently  required  work  and  many  cases 
of  improvement  works  had  to  be  adjourned  indefinitely. 

As  far  as  new  dwellings  were  concerned  onky  the 
fringe  was  touched  and  the  smiting  list  continued  to 
grow.  The  following  figures  give  details  of  the  year’s 
work : — 

Repairs,  Improvements  and  Conversions. 


No.  of  applications  102 

No.  of  applications  trans- 
ferred to  Ministry  of  Works 

9 

No.  of  licences  granted 

No.  of  applications  adjourned 

67 

amounting  to 

£25,175 

or  refused 

16 

No.  pending 

Council’s  Yearly  Quota 
Licences  issued  by  Ministry 

10 

£25,284 

of  Works 

61 

amounting  to 

£40,855 

New  Dwelling  Licences. 

Houses  Bungalows 

Total 

No.  on  Register  at 

31st  December  1951 

New  dwelling  licences 

41 

59 

100 

granted 

Licences  issued  to 

6 

16 

22 

Norwich  applicants 
(Transfer  licences) 
Licence  issued  to 

Loddon  R.D.C. 

1 

7 

8 

(Transfer  licence) 

— 

1 

1 

Court  Proceedings  - Nil 

1 Warning 

issued. 

General. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  coupled 
with  duties  in  connection  with  Building  Bye-laws  and 
Licensing,  continued  on  similar  lines  to  previous  years 
except  for  the  following  items,  namely:  Rodent  Control, 
Sewerage  and  Water  Schemes, 
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As  reported  under  the  appropriate  section,  additional 
duties  were  imposed  as  a result  of  Ministerial  direction 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949, 
and  I can  only  repeat  the  opinion  I have  expressed  in 
the  past,  that  unless  adequate  staff,  both  technical  and 
clerical  is  available,  under  present  conditions  very  few 
Rural  Authorities  will  be  able  to  carry  out  the  work 
satisfactorily,  let  alone  „in  the  manner  required  by 
the  Ministry. 

The  other  exception  referred  to  concerns  the  super- 
vision of  contracts  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers.  In  the  autumn  of  the  year,  your 
Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  was  seconded  whole 
time  to  the  duties  of  Resident  Engineer.  Whilst  this 
is  a very  good  step  forward  in  relation  to  the  super- 
vision of  sewerage  and  water  contracts,  it  cannot  fail 
to  have  a detrimental  effect  on  the  working  of  the 
Public  Health  Department,  unless  suitable  replacement 
of  staff  is  made. 

In  conclusion,  may  I say  that  I consider  the  year  has 
brought  us  forward  to  the  brink  of  greater  strides  in 
relation  to  public  services,  such  as  housing,  water 
and  sewerage,  and  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  thanks  to  you  Mr.  Chairman,  members  of  the 
Council,  and  in  particular,  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Plans  Committee, 
for  your  support,  and  also  to  the  members  of  the  staff 
for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  J.  BROWNE,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Building  Surveyor. 


Council  Offices, 

12,  The  Close,  Norwich. 
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